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rebels like Montmorenci, or of traitors like Cinq.
Mars, from the regularly organised courts. If occa-
sionally some enemy of the Cardinal's had escaped
the full punishment which the minister desired to
visit upon him, no great harm would have been
done. In no department was the arbitrary power
of the French King more injudiciously exercised
than in dealing with political offenders. It was so
easy and pleasant to ensure the punishment of men
disagreeable to the Government by appointing
judges who would promptly condemn them, that
the evil example set by Richelieu was certain to be
followed. Down to the time of the Revolution,
arbitrary arrests, accompanied by arbitrary imprison-
ment, and often followed by arbitrary punishment,
were fixed institutions in French government;
nothing was more offensive to the public, or in the
long run more dangerous to the stability of the
monarchy.

In his zeal to punish his enemies, the Cardinal re-
sorted to methods of evil precedent. The creation
of special courts, and the convictions obtained with-
out evidence worthy of the name, did permanent
harm to the development of French jurisprudence.
The sanctity of the law, the strict observance of its
forms for those of high as well as of low estate, have
been of vast importance in the growth of the Eng-
lish constitution. In France justice has been less
secure, and the evils of this have been seen in
our own day, as well as in the times of Richelieu.
" In conspiracy," wrote the Cardinal, " it is almost
impossible to have mathematical proofs, and whenoflessing of undisturbeden he was killed at the siege of Orbitello. His his testament ami the Loire became
